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As we begin-rather stutteringly-to emerge from the restrictions placed upon our freedoms by the 
lockdown some are beginning to question aspects of a return to the former life we enjoyed: a time 
when, as someone commented - certainly in the world of work- the ‘urgent seemed relentlessly to 
push out the important.’ We have all missed spending time in the company of others dear to us- 
family, friends, members of clubs and societies we belong to. An inherent danger of the ‘New 
normal’ is that we will go on neglecting these relationships, partly because we have found new 
ways of filling our time; partly because the pandemic has encouraged us to be more risk-averse, 
added to the unselfish notion that self-preservation safeguards others too. At the start of the 
pandemic, some who knew the war-time addresses of CS Lewis turned to them again for advice 
and solace. The style is quite dated now, but they contain many pearls of wisdom and an appeal to 
common sense. Here’s a paraphrase of the opening paragraph of ‘The Weight of Glory’.  
 
“If you were to ask twenty good men what they thought the highest of virtues, nineteen of 
them would reply ‘Unselfishness. But if you asked almost any of the great Christians from 
of old, the reply would be ‘Love’. You see what has happened? A negative term has been 
substituted for a positive…The negative idea of Unselfishness suggests not primarily the 
securing of good things for others, but going without them for ourselves, as if our 
abstinence and not their happiness was the most important point… This is not the Christian 
idea of Love. The New Testament has lots to say about self-denial, but not about self-
denial as an end in itself. We are told to deny ourselves and take up our crosses to follow 
Christ; and nearly every description of what we will ultimately find if we do this contains an 
appeal to desire. If there lurks in most modern minds the notion that to desire our own 
good and earnestly to hope for the enjoyment of it is a bad thing, then I submit… that this is 
no part of the Christian faith. If we consider the unblushing promises of reward …promised 
in the Gospels, it would seem our Lord finds our desires not too strong but too weak. We 
are half-hearted creatures, fooling about with drink and sex and ambition when infinite joy 
is offered us, like a child who wants to go on making mud pies in a slum because he 
cannot imagine what is meant by the offer of a holiday by the sea. We are far too easily 
pleased”. 
 

No exclamation marks- he pulls no punches- but worth a read! 
 

With Every Blessing, Fr. Anthony 

  



July 2021 
Services in the United Parish of Postlebury churches and 
the East Mendip Churches 
 
2nd July (Friday) 
10.00 Nunney   Holy Communion BCP 
 
4th July – 5th Sunday after Trinity 
09.30 Wanstrow  Holy Communion 
11.00 Leigh-on-Mendip  All Age Service 
18.00 Stoke St Michael Evensong 
 
9th July (Friday) 
10.00 Nunney   Holy Communion BCP 
10th July (Saturday) 

13.00 Nunney   Wedding Canning/Lee 
Revd David Clarke 

13.00 Marston   Wedding Beardmore/Hemmett 
 
11th July – 6th Sunday after Trinity 
09.30 Stoke St Michael  Holy Communion 
11.00 Witham Friary   Family Communion 
 
16th July (Friday) 
10.00 Nunney   Holy Communion BCP 
 
18th July – 7th Sunday after Trinity 

09.30 Nunney   Holy Communion 
11.00 Stoke St Michael  Family Communion 
 
23rd July (Friday) 

10.00 Nunney   Holy Communion BCP 
 
25th July– 8th Sunday after Trinity 

09.30 Leigh-on-Mendip  Holy Communion 
11.00 Cloford   Matins 



11.00 Marston  Holy Communion 

30th July (Friday) 
10.00 Nunney Holy Communion BCP 
 
………………………………………………………………………. 
 
1st August – 9th Sunday after Trinity 
09.30 Wanstrow   Holy Communion 
11.00 Leigh-on-Mendip  All Age Service 
18.00 Stoke St Michael  Evensong 
All services are led by Rev. Anthony Dickson unless otherwise stated 
 
From the Register: June 2021 

The Wedding of Francis Ashley Livesey and Sofia Pauline Renee Probert took 
place on 26th June 2021 at Stoke St Michael 
The funeral service and burial of Francis John Coleman took place on 17th 
June 2021 at St. Leonard's Church Marston Bigot 

  





 


