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From the Rectory:

At the time of writing, the first of our three annual parish meetings has taken
place, new officers elected or re-elected, and plans are being made for the
coming year. With COVID19, we have- along with other organisations- been
through a difficult couple of years, and I would like to thank all those who have
served on our PCCs, especially churchwardens, treasurers and secretaries, - for
their term of office, and for the hard work they put in to ensure the smooth
running of our churches. I am grateful too for all those who contribute in
whatever way to church life- often in ways hidden from most of us, and only
noticeable by their effects. We are always looking for volunteers, (especially on
the PCCs), but also to act as sidemen at services, so if you think you could lend
an occasional hand, we’d love to hear from you.
Eastertide is the time we begin to think about Confirmations which usually
take place at Wells Cathedral, in November. Please be in touch if you would
like to know more about what is involved. The course can be tailored to those
participating, (we find we often have more adults than children!) There’s no
obligation to be confirmed at the end of the course, but it does provide
thoughtful guidance on the
sacraments and what it means to be a full member of the Church of England.
As the war in Ukraine drags on it is likely that, for many communities much of
this summer is going to be spent preparing for a pretty grim winter, especially
as gas supplies to Europe from Russia are being cut off. Added to this, the
massive agricultural centre of Ukraine is not being re-seeded with probable
disastrous effects. However, as governments pour weapons and supplies into
Ukraine, there are also private unofficial organisations, mostly Christian
groups with long established networks in Ukraine, run by volunteers who are
courageously taking aid and food to the Eastern regions most severely
affected by the war. These will increasingly rely on external funding, and
donations made through DEC or UNICEF is one of the ways we can all help the
cause.
With best wishes and every blessing,
Fr Anthony

Church Services in the Benefices of Stoke St. Michael, Leigh on
Mendip and Downhead and in the Parish of Postlebury
Sunday 1st May - 3rd Sunday of Easter
9.30 Wanstrow
Holy Communion
11.00 Leigh on Mendip
Family Communion
18.00 Stoke St Michael
Evensong (Jane Evans)
6th May (Friday)
10.00 Nunney

Holy Communion BCP

Sunday 8th May - 4th Sunday of Easter
9.30 Stoke St Michael
Holy Communion
11.00 Witham
Family Communion
18.00 Stoke St Michael
Soul Food (Chris North)
12th May (Thursday)
19.30 Wanstrow

Compline & Meditation

13th May (Friday)
10.00 Nunney

Holy Communion BCP

Sunday 15th May - 5th Sunday of Easter
9.30 Nunney
Holy Communion
11.00 Stoke St Michael
Family Communion
18.00 Downhead
Evensong
20th May (Friday)
10.00 Nunney
21st May (Saturday)
13.00 Witham

Holy Communion BCP

Wedding of Richard Wareham-Harriett Freeman

Sunday 22nd May - 6th Sunday of Easter
9.30 Marston
Holy Communion
11.00 Cloford
Matins BCP (Jonathan Cheal)

27th May(Friday)
10.00 Nunney

Holy Communion BCP

28th May (Saturday)
13.00 Marston
Wedding of Nicholas Holden-Dee Griffiths
Sunday 29th May - 7th Sunday of Easter
10.00 Stoke St Michael
Holy Communion
………………………………………………………………………….
3rd June (Friday)
10.00 Nunney
Holy Communion BCP
Sunday 5th June - Pentecost
9.30 Wanstrow
10.00 Stoke St Michael
10.30 Nunney
Pomeroy)
11.00 Leigh on Mendip
12.30 Witham

Holy Communion
Jubilee Celebration Service (Chris North)
Jubilee Celebration Service (Henry
Family Communion
Thanksgiving Service

Services conducted by Revd Anthony Dickson unless otherwise stated
From the Registers:
12th April, Nunney: Funeral of Marion Lucas. Followed by cremation at
Mendip Crematorium.
Notice: The 80th Bishop of Bath and Wells has been announced. Downing
Street announced at 10am on 28th April that the Rt Revd Michael Beasley will
be the next Bishop of Bath and Wells. He is currently the Bishop of Hertford, a
role which he has held since 2015. More information can be found online:
https://www.bathandwells.org.uk/news/new-bishop-of-bath-and-wells-anno
unced.php

Events for your diary… Nunney Church Teas: We have resumed selling
Teas in Nunney Church on Sunday afternoons from 3-5pm. If you are
able to do one or two turns, or bake a cake occasionally, please contact
Ruth Brooks on 01373 836689.

Water Into Wine and other miracles of Jesus explained by BBC sitcom writer
and stand up theologian, James Carey: Wednesday 25th May - 7pm for
7.30pm start, at St George’s Church, Beckington. Tickets £10 each and include
wine and canapes. Contact Jo Casey on 01373 830885/email:
jo@mijocasey.plus.com, or Jenny Ayrton on 01373 830208, or Freda Brann on
01373 830597. Event is taking place on behalf of Friends of St George’s.

Postlebury Bellringers Cheese and Wine Party: Saturday 7th May at
5.30-8 pm in Nunney Village Hall. In aid of new ropes for the bells.
Tickets £10 from Roger Bryant, Hamlet, Castle Hill, Nunney.
Nunney Open Gardens - Sunday 29th May 11am-5pm. Over 18
gardens open for viewing. Tickets £5 in the village hall where there
will also be stalls. Teas in Nunney Church in aid of charities
supporting Ukrainian refugees.
Life Groups resumed at 7.30pm on Monday 25th April, fortnightly in
the same locations and online. If you are interested in joining in, please
contact nunneychurchwardens@gmail.com
Parish of Postlebury - Churchwardens and PCC Members
Cloford:
Marston:
Nunney:
Wanstrow:
Witham:

Richard Mawer
Angela Yeoman
Jane Norris (Assistant Churchwarden)
Jennifer Brook and Caroline Pomeroy
Janet & Bob Bramley and Malcolm Parr
Anne Dalgety and George Pritchard

Other PCC Members: Emma Lydon, Henry Pomeroy, Steve Elliott
Parish of Postlebury - Key Contacts:
Priest-in-charge: Rev. Anthony Dickson, The Rectory, Nunney, Frome. BA11
4LZ Telephone: 01373 837337. Email: Nunney.rectory@gmail.com (day off is
Monday).
PCC Secretary and Administrator: postleburysecretary@gmail.com
PCC Hon Treasurer: Steve Elliott - treasurerpostlebury@gmail.com
If you would like to come off our mailing list please contact dataprotectionpostlebury@gmail.com
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A safer church for all

H

ow can we build a safer
church for all together?
In Bath and Wells,
safeguarding children and
adults who may be vulnerable to
abuse or harm is a priority. We have
a network of safeguarding officers
in churches across the diocese.
They are supported by a team of
safeguarding professionals, who
have experience in the probation,
police and prison services.
Along with the rest of the Church
of England, a comprehensive,
independent review of past
safeguarding cases was undertaken
in Bath and Wells in 2020. The
Church of England will be publishing
the results of the review soon and
alongside that we will be sharing our
action plan to address those areas
highlighted in the report as needing
improvement.
Bishop Ruth says, “I am deeply
grateful and humbled by all survivors
who have stepped forward to
expose the failings of the past. Their
bravery has allowed us to make the

improvements in our procedures
and behaviours that we have made and continue to make, but we know
there is no place for complacency.”
Everyone involved in church life
should know what to do in situations
where a child, young person or
vulnerable adult may have been
harmed. Each parish or benefice
should have in place a safeguarding
person who knows how to respond
and where to seek further help and
advice.
Anyone who wishes to report
abuse or exploitation needs to know
that they can do so and receive the
support they need.
Find out more about Safeguarding
in Bath and Wells at bathandwells.
org.uk/safeguarding, including
training and how to report a
safeguarding concern■

News in brief

News in brief

The power of art

In collaboration with local artist Sami
Green, St John's church in Highbridge
is hosting an art installation, The
Transformation Project. In a bid to
bring people together after Covid,
community groups from the area
created hundreds of origami butterflies
made from recycled vintage newspaper
which were then hung from the
church rafters. Local women's groups,
Churchfield school, and Highbridge
Guides and Brownies are just some of
those who got involved■

New chaplaincy team for the
courts

A new chaplaincy team has begun
in Taunton serving staff and users
at the magistrates’ court.
Michael Hayes, courts team
convenor, says, “We have been
given a warm welcome and already
had several significant encounters.

Celebrating the planting of new trees

School gets busy outdoors

Not only has St Margaret’s Primary
School, Tintinhull completed an
outdoor space for the children and
local community, they’ve won a
prestigious Gold Award from the
Woodland Trust and planted more
than 30 trees, each with a plaque
dedicated to a person or group in the
community. They’ve received a letter
of commendation from Her Majesty
the Queen for their efforts■

A lot of waiting happens at the
courthouse and people can be
anxious and bewildered; friendly
reassurance is valued.
The five-person team (with two
reserves) works on a fortnightly
basis with plans to move to weekly
on Thursdays■

Life in abundance

Bishop’s Letter

By Brian Castle, Honorary Assistant Bishop for Bath & Wells

I

t all happened so quickly. I went
to A&E with severe back-pain
which affected my mobility. The
NHS was outstanding. Within a
dizzying few hours, I heard I would
need an immediate MRI scan and
possibly rods to support my spine.
I dreaded the thought of going into
the scanner, let alone the surgery.
As I was being wheeled along the
corridor, Lauren, my Godson’s
10-year-old daughter, came into my
mind.
Lauren is a talented girl passionate
about football. Just over a year ago, it
was discovered that she had a growth
at the base of the spine which would
need radical treatment to prevent
spinal curvature. She would also
require rods in her back which could
be regularly extended by surgery as
she grew into adulthood. In addition,
this ten-year-old would be spending
lonely hours in a soul-less scanner.
Lauren is lovingly supported by her
wonderful family and magnificently
treated by NHS professionals, but
while it can be shared, the load is
ultimately hers to carry. Parents bear
the agony of powerlessness. In the
middle of this painful dilemma, young
Lauren is instinctively grabbing the
God-given gift of abundant life which

is for all and which lies at the heart
of the Gospel. As we get older, less
passionate and more cynical we can
lose faith in this gift.
As I was being taken to the
radiology department, I realised that I
was being strengthened and inspired
by this young girl, six decades my
junior, facing far greater challenges
than me. My own fears were being
transformed by Jesus Christ’s gift
of life mediated through Lauren’s
courage. Life may turn out differently
from what we expect, but that does
not restrict its abundance.
The young are an inspiration. It is
the role of the older generation to
ensure they can grow into the special
people God has created them to be
so that they can release the gifts they
have for us all.
Thanks, Lauren.
Despite all she faces, Lauren
continues to play football.
+Brian

Interview

A breadth of experience

Our new Safeguarding Manager, Ben Goodhind, shares his thoughts
on how safeguarding is supported across Bath and Wells.

Ben Goodhind, Safeguarding Manager

How does your probation service
background help in your role?
Many people don’t realise that the
Probation Service was founded by
Church of England court missionaries
in 1907, so unsurprisingly, it helps a
great deal. Not only have I managed,
and risk assessed many who may
seek to cause harm, but I have also
supported thousands of people in
making significant changes to stay
safe and move on a different path.
What has surprised you most?
My biggest surprise was just how
good a safeguarding team we have.
By this I mean the hundreds of
voluntary Parish Safeguarding Officers

Follow us on

@BathWells
bathandwells
churchofengland_somerset

(PSOs) from backgrounds including
education, nursing, criminal justice
and law and also the professionalism
of my own team. Their breadth of
experience in the police, probation,
prison and social work would be the
envy of many statutory teams.
How important are our Parish
Safeguarding Officers?
They are the key to everything we do
as a safeguarding team and as such I
have made supporting them the key
priority. I have so much respect for
them and the fact they choose to give
their time freely to protect others.
How can we all play our part in
becoming a safer church?
By viewing safeguarding as a part
of our faith and, when things don’t
look right, always challenge them.
Educating ourselves on safeguarding
both via training is vital. Keeping
up to date with wider topics in the
media is also very helpful.
Read the full interview at:
bathandwells.org.uk/a-breadth-ofexperience

