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Fundraising performance for Ukraine
Many thanks to everyone who came to the ‘Words and Music’ performance in Witham Friary
Church on Saturday 26th March, held in aid of charities supporting Ukrainian refugees. We all
enjoyed a programme of readings and solo instrumental performance by local author Andrew
Miller, cellist Joe Pritchard and violinist Ezo Sarcici. Over £1000 was raised at the event - an
amazing amount. Thank you to everyone for your generosity, and many thanks to everyone
who helped with the organisation of the event at short notice. The money has been sent to the
British Red Cross and Médecins Sans Frontières.

Witham Friary Women’s Institute
Members were treated to a real treat at the March meeting when the speaker Mike Gamble
took us on a tour of A-Z of the South West with his excellent slideshow set to music, he even
included photos of Witham Friary. An update was given for upcoming events, including a
garden party at Street organised by county, the arrangements for the Jubilee were updated by
Christine, and the WI would be involved in that. Stella also gave her financial report, reminding
members that subscriptions for 2022 would be due at the April meeting.Janie and Henny served
excellent refreshments, and Hennie was the winner of flower of the month, Janie being the
lucky raffle winner.
The April meeting on the 7th will be an open meeting, all welcome when the speaker will be
Caroline Packenham, Cultivation and uses of unusual herbs will be her topic and she also brings
along her preserves and jams. We look forward to seeing you.

Witham Friary History Society
Thursday 21st April ‘Stonehenge’
Author, TV presenter and renowned archaeologist Julian Richards of ‘Meet the Ancestors’ fame
will talk about his research into Stonehenge. As Julian has kindly waived his fee we will be
collecting for his chosen charity. Village Hall 7.45pm.
Thursday 28th April ‘Town and Country 1850-1950’
Frome based local historian and author John Payne will draw on his own family history and his
latest book, A West Country Homecoming, to outline the decline of villages in east Somerset
such as Chewton Mendip and growth of towns such as Bath and Frome. He will demonstrate
how, as at any time of social change, there were winners and losers. Village Hall 7.45pm.
(Postponed from February 17th).
Coming up…
● Wednesday 18th May Visit to Stonehenge. Details to follow at the April 21st talk.
● Wednesday June 1st: ‘A man of great honour’ Ralph Hopton of Witham. Mike Gorman
will tell the story of Ralph Hopton who was born in Witham in 1596 and became the
‘King’s man in the West’ in the English Civil War. Village Hall 8.00pm. (Postponed many
times!).

The Conker Club
So after a 2 year break we have the Witham Duck Race back on Easter Monday 18th April.
We’re a bit rusty on the subject after such a long hiatus, but I think it promises to be bigger and
better than before.
More details will follow soon on Facebook and notices in the village.

Bar billiards competition
Many thanks to the Seymour Arms for running the bar billiards knock-out competition which
got underway in February. We’re up to the semi-final stage now with matches to be played by
April 4th. Great fun for everyone involved!

Jubilee bunting
Huge thanks to all those that took part in the Jubilee Bunting making day on Sunday 20th
March, which was a huge success. There was a great turnout of all ages with around 20 people
helping, including 6 on sewing machines. Fabric was donated and bunting was made!
The village banner got off to a good start as well. If you’d like to take part in that, please email
deborahmarygibson@icloud.com.
Another afternoon of making will be needed, so Sunday 22 May at 2pm has been earmarked,
and will be confirmed. Please check the Facebook page for details

Platinum Jubilee events update
Plans are coming together for events to take place in Witham for the Jubilee celebrations on
June 2nd - 5th. Look out for posters and the Jubilee events programme which will be delivered
locally soon!

Parish Council update
Witham Water PPL
We have established a better method for alerting the village when a disruption occurs to the
water supply. As any outage will affect the three main parts of the village differently there are
three telephone numbers to call should you have a problem, depending on where you live:
1. If you live in the southern part of the village along Dark Lane, Holt Lane and Private Road call
Fred Nicholls on 01749850367 in office hours or 07753793060 at other times.
2. If you live in the middle of the village call John Knowles on 01749850630 or 07836522646.
3. If you live in the north of the village call Will Sheppard on 01749850418 or 07725037882.
Please do not call Mendip District Council as they are not directly concerned with our private
water supply. They have overall responsibility but are not involved in the day to day running of
WW PPL.
Hugo Brooke.
Witham Friary Parish Council

Witham Friary directory
Witham Friary Parish Councillors and responsibilities
● Hugo Brooke(Chair): Planning, Recruiting and any general enquiries.
● Will Sheppard (Deputy Chair): Farmers and the Playing field
● Fred Nicholls: Highways, potholes, street lighting etc.
● Colin Horstmann: Communications, Website etc
● John Knowles: Finances, Witham Water, the Play patch
● Marcus Powell: Network Rail and the Footpaths
More information about the PC and meeting minutes here: http://withamfriary.org.uk/#parish
council. To contact the PC, email: withamfriary.parishcouncil@gmail.com

Somerset Waste collections
According to the Mendip District Council webpage, this month’s collection dates for Witham
Friary village are as follows:
Recycling collection (Fridays): 1st; 8th; 16th (Sat); 23rd (Sat); 29th.
Refuse collection (Fridays): 8th; 29th.
Garden collection (Tuesdays): 12th; 26th
More information here: https://www.mendip.gov.uk/article/6752/Collection-Dates

The Post Office
10.30-11.30 every Wednesday in the Village Hall. Most Post Office services are available plus
everyday personal and business banking: cash withdrawals; cash deposits; cheque deposits;
Post Office card account withdrawals; home shopping returns and posting of parcels. PLEASE
USE THIS SERVICE OR ELSE WE WILL LOSE IT!

100 Club
At a recent meeting of the Witham Friary village hall committee it was decided to close
down the 100 club at the end of this year. We will continue to hold a draw each month
and the last one will be the traditional Christmas draw in December 2022. The 100 Club
takes up a lot of time to run but the amount received in subscriptions each year only
generates a small amount of money for community benefit. The remaining balance will
be transferred to the village hall committee for improvements to the facilities.
Subscribers have been sent letters or emails about this decision. Please cancel any
standing orders you have to the 100 Club.
Last month’s winners: A Howard; D Miles; J Wyatt.

Village hall bookings
Available for private and community functions. Bookings for the hall are via Flora Parkinson,,
email withamfriaryvillhall@gmail.com. Further details here: http://withamfriary.org.uk/#village
hall.

Postlebury church services
The Postlebury churches monthly newsletter is on the Witham Friary website here:
http://withamfriary.org.uk/#postleburynews. You can also email
postleburysecretary@gmail.com to ask for the monthly list of church services in the five
Postlebury parishes. The Postlebury churches website has more information here:
https://www.postleburychurches.org/ The Witham service is the second Sunday of every
month at 11.00am for the foreseeable future.

Nicky’s takeaway food
Check the blackboard outside the village hall and the village Facebook page every week for
handmade bread and other goodies prepared by Nicky Reeves. Text or call Nicky on 07887
735920 to order.

Ironing services
Ironing services and house cleans available from Hazel Hurle. I have 15 years experience for
people that don’t have time or just hate ironing. I can pick up and drop off or I can do it at your
house. So if anybody is interested in taking one less job off their hands feel free to email me at
h.hurle@sky.com

More Witham Friary news and information
Witham Friary Village Facebook page: www.facebook.com/WithamFriaryVillage
Witham Friary village website: www.withamfriary.org.uk
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